
"My favorite lesson so far 
has been "Long Distance" - it's 

so fun seeing the kids' eyes light 
up when they hear Spanish in the 

video, both those who understand and 
those who want to understand. I love helping 
the kids teach each other new words in the 

different languages they speak at home. We 
are able to respect and celebrate our 

differences while recognizing our 
shared experiences too."
– Different and the Same 

Facilitator 

FINDING STRENGTH 
IN OUR DIFFERENCES
CELEBRATING 60 YEARS FOR ALL

I am honored to serve OCCJ, as this organization has deeply impacted my life. Your friendship, 
partnership and support for OCCJ makes our mission and work possible. I’m excited to share 
highlights from 2018 with you and also say that we could not have done it without you.

More than anything, I simply wish to say THANK YOU. Thank you for your loyal support and your 
generosity. Thank you for your steadfast commitment to achieving respect and understanding for 
all people in our state, in our generation. 

Each day we hear from program participants and volunteers about the profound impact OCCJ has on their lives. 
You are the heroes behind every OCCJ story. 

Sincerely, 

Adrienne Watt Nesser
Board Chair
Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice

YOUR IMPACT

7,523
youth and adults 

impacted by OCCJ 
programs and 

outreach.
students attended the 
25th annual Anytown 
Leadership Institute. 

380

51

3,857
hours of service were 

completed by volunteers 
who dedicated their time to 

Anytown and Different 
and the Same. 

people were in 
attendance for OCCJ’s 

60th Annual Awards Dinner 
honoring Clark and 
Michelle Wiens and 

Circle Cinema. 

The Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice is dedicated to achieving respect and understanding for all through education, advocacy and dialogue. 
Our vision is to eliminate bias, bigotry and racism in our state, in our generation. 



100 West Fifth Street, Suite 335
Tulsa, OK, 74103 
(918) 583-1361
101 Park Avenue, Suite 1328 
Oklahoma City, OK, 73102
(405) 446-8258 
www.occjok.org

OCCJ BOARD

OUR TEAM

OCCJ staff and 
board members  

created and facilitated 
diversity and inclusion trainings 
for Rose State College, Tulsa 
Area United Way, Life Senior 

Services and Oklahoma 
Contemporary. 

students in elementary 
school received training 

on respect and 
understanding.

2,856
community members 
attended the 36th 
annual “Operation 

Understanding” 
Interfaith Tour. 800

teens received 
Middletown 

anti-bullying training

215

international visitors 
met with OCCJ to 

discuss issues of social 
justice and 
inclusion.

59

21
diverse leaders 
volunteered as 
members of the 
2018 Anytown 

staff.

218
individuals 

attended the 35th 
annual Trialogue Series, 

“Won’t you be my 
neighbor?”. 

high school students 
attended the 2018 Teen 

Trialogue series in 
February. 

emerging leaders 
participated in OCCJ’s 
leadership training, the 

Inclusive Leadership 
Institute. 173

25

34
diverse individuals 

meet monthly during 
OCCJ’s study groups for 
conversations rooted in 

respect and 
understanding.  

members of the 2018 
Anytown Leadership 

Institute staff are
 Anytown alumni.
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OCCJ BY THE NUMBERS
2018 CALENDAR YEAR

Executive Committee 
Chair 
Adrienne Watt Nesser 
Chair-Elect 
Howard Barnett, Jr. 
Immediate Past Chair 
Shane Fernandez* 
Vice Chair for Fund Development 
Dr. Kayla Hale 
Vice Chair for Membership 
Amber Howard Cornelius
Vice Chair for Programs 
Carol Axley 
Vice Chair for Public Awareness 
Melanie Christian 
Vice Chair for Public Policy 
Denise Reid 
Vice Chair for NFJC 
Risha Grant 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Josh Linton 
Vice Chair for Inclusive Leadership Collective 
Dahlia Rainwater 

Members-At-Large 
Ace Cuervo 
Dr. Gary Peluso-Verdend 
Steve Higgins 
Jalal Farzaneh 
Clark Wiens 

Board of Directors 
Sharon J. Bell* 
Dr. Mouzon Biggs, Jr.* 
David Charney 
Randee Charney 
Dr. Brett Campbell 
Ginny Creveling* 
Houda Elyazgi 
Russ Florence* 
John A. Gaberino, Jr.* 
John F. Gajda 
Dr. Deborah Gist 
Officer Jesse Guardiola 
Dr. Kirt Hartzler 
Ted Haynes 
Ross Heyman 
Dr. Jacqueline Higgs Caldwell 
Maggie Hoey 
John K. Howk 
Ms. Francina Jones 
Dr. Jason Kirksey 
Mr. Jim Langdon* 
Rev. Tamara Lebak 
Myra Long
Bill Major 
Steve Malcolm 
Rebecca Marks-Jimerson  
Dr. Joyce McClellan
Deana McCloud 
Sanjay Meshri* 
Allison Moore
Rania Nasreddine 
Camille Nassar 
Pierce H. Norton II
William W. O'Connor* 
Karma Robinson 
Linda Sacks 
The Honorable M. Susan Savage 
Dr. John Schumann 
Muhammet Ali Sezer 
Greg Shaw 
Rabbi Charles P. Sherman* 
Terrie Shipley 
Terry Spencer 
Matt Tumbleson 
Steve Turnbo* 
Brady Walker 
Rev. David Wiggs 
Mackenzie Wilfong 

Honorary Director
Mayor G.T. Bynum 

Emeritus Directors 
Dr. Mujeeb Cheema 
Nancy Day 
The Honorable Robert LaFortune
Dr. G. Calvin McCutchen, Sr. 
Nancy McDonald
*Past Board Chair.

Moises Echeverria, President and CEO
Sarah Rana, Director of Programs
Eileen Schaumleffle, Fund Development Director 
Sandi Cox, Marketing and Communications Manager
Deaven Steele, Regional Coordinator
Brettin White, Program Coordinator

CONTACT US

13 
members of 
clergy from 

11 
congregations
attend OCCJ’s 
study groups. 


